
The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast , Inc. is a non -profit or-

ganization comprised of musicians, vocalists, song writers, bands and 

folks that just love music, especially the BLUES, here on the Treasure 

Coast of Florida.    The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast supports all 

types of music, however, the basis of the organization is the BLUES.  The 

Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast has many fine community pro-

grams:  

Blues Newsletter ðInteresting articles, mailed every other month to 

members and distributed throughout the Treasure Coast.  

Monthly membership meetings -  Come and socialize with the other 

Blues Alliance members and discuss the local area blues scene.  

Member ð The National Blues Foundation.  

Listed ð The Blues Festival Guide, the òBIBLE OF THE BLUESó 

Participant ð The IBC, International Blues Challenge.  

Benefit Program ð for local musicians.  

Scholarships -  Provides two worthy children with music scholarships to 

IRSC each year. 

Let Us Play Program -  Recycle program providing instruments free of     

cost to children unable to buy or rent their own.  

Blues website -  Packed with blues information, music, lessons,  

 scheduled events, happenings, links and more.  

www.bluesalliance.org  

www.myspace.com/bluesalliancetc  

òTo Support and Promote the American 

Art of the Blues on the Treasure Coastó 
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___________________________________________________________________ 

June 2009 ð July 2009  

Next Blues Alliance Membership Meetings 

Tuesday  

June 9, 2009  

The Ashley  

61 SW Osceola Street in Stuart.  

7 PM meeting                        

8 PM Jam  

Call 772-221-1786  for directions  

Tuesday  

July 14, 2009  

 

To be announced  

when secured . 
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Lino Muoio:  "Blues On Me"   by Peter "Blewzzman" Lauro  

    Although this artist's  name may not ring a 
bell for you, in his homeland, Lino Muoio is a 
household name in the Italian blues commu-
nity.   The groups he's played in over the years 
have recorded nearly a dozen discs, played thou-
sands of gigs, toured the European festival circuit 
and have appeared on Italian television shows.    

     "Blues On Me" is his first solo project and 
all of the eleven tracks are originals -Testi E Mu-
sica: Lino Muoio  (Words and Music by Lino 
Muoio) - as it states in the liner notes.  Joining 
the Italian Maestro, who plays Acoustic, Classi-
cal & Slide Guitars, Mandolin and Banjo, are: 
Guido Migliaro  on Vocals; Stefano Piciorillo on 
Bass; Gabriele del Vecchio on Piano; Patrizio 
Buonaiuto  on Drums; Massimo Furio on Har-
monica; Mino Berlano and Francesco Miele on 
Bass & Double Bass; Mario Insenga on 
Vocals & Drums; and Gennaro Porcelli 
and Luigi Buono on Guitar.   Phew.... I 
guess buying a vowel is out of the ques-
tion.  

     "Consolation Blues" kicks things 
off and immediately establishes the fact 
that this fine group of  Italian musi-
cians has a handle on interpreting 
what the blues is all about.  Lino Muoio 
is about as good as any modern day, 
front porch Guitar picker from the Delta that 
these ears have heard.  Guido has a wonderfully 
melodic voice and Stefano and Patrizio were 
sharp and quick with  the rhythm.   This one had 
me snappin' and tappin' from start to finish.        

          Once you hear it, this track may not nec-
essarily have you "Feelin' Down ".  As a matter of 
fact, if you dig the slow and low down dirty 
blues,  "Feelin' Down " may actually have you 
feelin' good.  Coming from a person who is not 
traditionally  a fan of the Acoustic Guitar, these 
words should have a profound effect when I say 
that "the  Acoustic Guitar work on this track is 
absolutely amazing".  More good stuff from the 
same cast as above with some sharp Harp work 
from Massimo. Surely one of the discs highlights. 

     A lot of you will be able to relate to the lyr-
ics on this one.  It's a story about a hard work-
ing person who comes home at night then has to 
go back out to play in a blues band til the wee 
hours of the morning.   You all know that situa-

tion is always known as "No Time 
Blues".  Hmmm, how many "Amens" were just 
shouted?.  Mino and Patrizio smoke it up on 
rhythm and Lino tears up a Mandolin and Banjo 
on this hot one. 

     None of the musicians can be accused of 
"Bad Job Blues" on this track.   It features Mario 
sounding like a country blues veteran on Vocals 
while Lino, Genarro  and  Francesco form a for-
midable trio on Mandolino, Contrabasso and 
Chittara (Mandolin, Double Bass and Guitar).  

     As the expression goes, singing the blues 
requires "Paying Your Dues".   From what I'm 
hearing, these guys paid them and they paid 
them well.   This is good ol', Chicago Blues (minus 
the Electric Guitar) done perfectly.   Lino, Mario 
and Francesco are at discs best on Guitar and 

rhythm on this one,  which also 
features Gabriele smokin' up the 
keys.  Another of the discs best.   
     I can't recall the last time -
 and for all  I know, this could be 
the first time - that I've been this 
impressed with a disc featuring 
an Acoustic Guitar.  Leave it to 
the Italians.  
     Ironically, in a conversation 
with Lino, he stated that "It's 

hard to play Blues if you're white and European 
so I've tried just to be myself and tell my own sto-
ries".  To that I can now answer with 
this........."Lino, you were wrong about it being 
hard to play the blues if you're white and Euro-
pean because you nailed it my friend, and on top 
of that, your stories were interesting and told 
very well".   

     Other tracks featured on "Blues On Me" 
include :"Break Me Down", "Sunrise", "My Bet-
ter Days", "Chinese Wood", "Roosevelt Stomp" 
and "Midnight Walk", which is a soothing three 
minute solo instrumental featuring Lino on Clas-
sical Guitar. 
     I'm recommending putting " Blues On Me" 
high on your "to buy" list.   As a matter of fact, go 
to www.linomuoio.it/   and do it right now.   While 
you're there, tell Lino that the Blewzzman 
says "Grazie e buona fortuna a voi. Spero che un 
giorno avremo a rispondere, fino ad allora - buon 
blues a voi il mio amico".  
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The Cultural Explosion on the Treasure Coast ,  
 The Upside of the Depression by Ari Mendes 

   In the midst of ash and rubble, weôre all 
coming to a new, better life, just like the Phoenix. 
The human race, not so suddenly, died to the old 
concept of money and wealth. We were forced  to 
remember and practice good old values, and re-
think our strategies.  

   We all realized that we carry way too many 
things around, stufféGuilty as charged. 

   In the past year, my recording studio in Stu-
art, Amenstudio.com, hosted a series of meetings 
concerning the destiny of the recording business. 
Many great minds, all of them Treasure Coast 
residents and somehow involved with the incredi-
ble cultural revolution thatôs taking place right 
here, right now. Singers, musicians, lawyers, ac-
countants, agents, teachers, fans, webmasters, 
etc. We all talked about Internet distribution, 
CD/DVD sales, and new ways of generating reve-
nue in these complex times. But most of all, every 
single person involved agreed on one thing: We 
are so broke, that we might as well have all the 
fun! No stress. How do we achieve that? By help-
ing one another with gifts of kindness and also 
material things. Bartering, my product for yours. 
Fair deals. Honestly, itôs time we stop eating one 
another and help one another eat! 

   My record label, AMP, was born from the 
ashes. The office was totally built with a little help 

from my friends, including financial gifts. With 
almost no money at alléWe are looking for real 
people, with an honest message and good music, 
and a Green mentality, to join our family. Serving 
the human race with better quality of life, better 
science and better vibes. No more 400 pages 
criminal contracts, disguised as mortgages. In 
Latin, a contract to your death. What a waste of 
precious resourceséIncredible minds selling out 
to the mané Credit, to me, is now my brotherôs 
real life, everyday testimony. My ñmoneyò, what-
ever little is left of it, is more than enough for my 
survival. No need for new clothes, and if we do, a 
thrift shop will be our destination.  

   The green paper, formerly known as cur-
rency, it will only hold its value if is backed up by 
the indestructible bond of Trust and Love. I said 
it!  

    
Ari Mendes has a label, Ari Mendes Produc-

tions, and a recording studio. Weôre looking for 
talent to invest in. Heôs also a diehard Peace and 
Love, Imagine all the people living life in peace, 
long hair born again love Jesus hippie!  

Next issue, an incredible jazz and blues ac-
cordion player will be featured, donôt miss out! 

 
Peace, Ari Mendes 

     ñTo know him is to love himò describes the im-
pact that Reuben ñThe Lounge Lizardò Morgan has on 
those fortunate to call him friend, for Reuben, with 
his blond ringlets and soft drawl, is a true Southern 
gentleman.  Although Reuben was a resident of the 
Treasure Coast for less than two years, he immedi-
ately became an active member of the Blues Alliance, 
appearing at the monthly jams and fund raisers for 
the IBC.  

      Now back in Daytona, Reuben is undergoing 
treatments for Hep C, which he believes he contracted 
from a tattoo needle.  He is unable to work his steady 
gigs, and with medical bills mounting, it was Reuben's 
turn to look to his fellow musicians in his time of 
need.  The response was immediate and heartwarm-
ing, as 22 bands answered the call.  On April 26, 
2009, at Daytona's Colosseum/Arena, the huge ñNo 

Worriesò benefit was held, a day long concert with 
three stages of continuous music.   

     About 1000 people came to the event.  Many 
volunteers ran the doors taking $10 donations, and 
there were raffles and auctions of items donated, 
which included a guitar signed by Eric Clapton.  Reu-
ben's wife, Angelina June and Chef Tom Papa did the 
catering of a buffet which was included in the patron's 
donation ticket price.  

     The Daytona Beach Blues Society All Stars 
Band led a jam for the grand finale at which Reuben 
performed.  

     Reuben says, ñIt was a particular pleasure to 
see Bob Cougar, Doc, Johnny K, and  Pete Sandoval 
from The Blues Alliance, and I want to thank the 
Treasure Coast Blues Alliance and Mr. Cougar for 
their donations and support.ò 

Benefit Held for Bluesman by M. Suarez 
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BATC Member Bands to Perform at TropicFest  
in Lake Worth on July 4 . by Leo Gale 

The Nouveaux Honkies, The Darrell Raines 
Band and a newcomer to this area, The Ben Rob-
inson Band, will play at ñTropicFest celebrates 
the Red, White & Blues,ò sponsored by the Lake 
Worth Area Chamber of Commerce on the 4th of 
July. In addition to these performances, there 
will be a patriotic pet parade, neighborhood raft 
regatta, childrenôs activities, arts & crafts booths, 
food and beer throughout the day. TropicFest will 
take place at Bryant Park 30 S Golfview Road, 
along the Intracoastal in downtown Lake Worth, 
starting at noon and ending at 10 pm with one of 
the largest and most spectacular fireworks dis-
plays in Palm Beach County. 
Starting the dayôs music off will be The Ben 

Robinson Band performing from noon -3:00. Ben 
is a singer and Blues-Rock guitarist who has re-
cently relocated from Southern California to Day-
tona Beach and is excited to play in front of new 
fans in Florida. When Ben was 13 years old he 
had the honor of performing on the David Letter-
men show alongside Paul Schaeffer. At the time 
he was known as a child blues prodigy. He is now 
22 with a new release that debuted on the na-
tional Roots Rock Charts at # 19 on May 8th. 

The Nouveaux Honkies will take the stage 
from 3:30 -6:30, featuring songs from their recent 

release recorded at world famous Sun Studios in 
Memphis, ñTNH Live at Sunò. Singer/
Songwriter/Guitarist Tim OóDonnell remarks, 
ñTNH is honored to play an event that represents 
true American spirit and the will to be free. To 
quote John Adams in a letter to his wife Abigail, 
letôs celebrate it with ñpomp and parade, with 
shows, games, sports, bells, bonfires and illumi-
nations, from one end of this continent to the 
other, from this time forward forever more.ò 

Miami based singer/guitarist Darrell Raines 
will finish off the music from 7:00 -10:00 (with a 
break at 9:00 for the fireworks). Darrell will be 
featuring songs from his 2008 release ñMoaninô 
Time in Arkansasò and promises to give Hendrix 
fans a special post-fireworks treat.  
ñCome join your neighbors to celebrate Inde-

pendence Day on the Intracoastal in Lake Worth! 
We will have live music, plenty of activities for 
the entire family and a spectacular fireworks 
show you wonôt want to miss!ò states Tom Ramic-
cio, President/CEO of the Greater Lake Worth 
Chamber of Commerce. For additional informa-
tion and updates please go to lwchamber.com & 
bluzpik.com.  

Pictures from the Jacksonville 
Beach Blues Festival -  "Springing 

The Blues".  

The "Georgia Songbird" - 
Miss E G Kight  

- I B C Winner J P Soars  

Legendary Bluesman 
 - Eddie Shaw  

Belting out her heart -
  Nicole Hart of the 

NRG Band  

All photos used with permission of Peter Lauro 
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Dancer, Promoter, Friend of the Blues , by M. Suarez 
      

Blues dancing, that uniquely Ameri-

can genre that has only recently 

been studied and preserved, is also 

introducing blues music and blues 

tradition  to a new generation of 

fans.    One such fan is Steve Stone 

of Orlando who is one of the finest 

blues dancers I have seen, and who 

is very involved in teaching and 

providing opportunities for blues 

dancing.   He hosts weekly late 

night blues dances in Orlando and 

last year hosted the first annual 

òBlues n Souló weekend event that 

attracted dancers from around the 

world.  òBlues n Soul 2ó will be held 

June 19ñ21, 2009.  (The Blues Alli-

ance's own Desi Kane will be per-

forming with Soul Rebel Blues for 

June 20
th

 late night.)  I spoke with 

Steve recently.  

     When and how did you first dis-

cover blues dancing?   

     The freedom and creativity at-

tracted me the most at first, and 

then the connection that you have 

with your partner and being lead by 

the music has kept me excited 

about it. Each dance is different 

and each follow brings a new dy-

namic to the dance.  

      Where is the "Mecca" or hot 

spot for blues dancing in America?  

      Blues is still in its underground 

stages. Ask anyone from a different 

scene and they will say that they 

are the Mecca.  Atlanta has a lot of 

blues exchanges, and Seattle 

seems to be popular as well.  We 

travel all over the country to dance, 

until the dancers are the Mecca. 

Then everyone goes where they go. 

That's why dance Exchanges are so 

great, everybody meets for a week-

end and dances their brains out.  

     What is òBlues n Souló? 

     It's a 3 day blues dance event 

that caters to blues and swing 

dancers, as well as lovers of great 

blues and soul music. We have 8 

dances in 3 days and bring 5 live 

bands and guest dj's from around 

the globe to share their love of 

blues and the music that makes 

you groove on the dance 

floor...who could ask for anything 

more?   As of now, only Orlando 

hosts Blues n Soul, although other 

scenes have similar exchanges 

throughout the world.  

     Anything you would like us to 

know about Blues n Soul 2?  What 

site has info?  

     It is an amazing event... for peo-

ple of all ages. If you love great 

music and live blues bands or 

bands that swing, then you defi-

nitely want to check out "Blues n 

Soul 2". Register Early and Save.  Or 

you can pay at the door for individ-

ual events.  All the info is on 

http://www.bluesnsoul.com . 

     In your opinion, what is the 

state of blues dancing? Is there an 

interest internationally?  

 It is underground, but it's been 

around for over 90 years, and we 

are bringing it back. You can go 

just about anywhere in the world, 

and with enough digging, you can 

find a place where dancers are 

bluesing their minds (play on 

words there). You may have to 

travel a couple of hours to find it, 

but it will be well worth the trip.  

      Is there somewhere on the 

Treasure Coast where one might 

blues dance?  

     Not that I'm aware of at the mo-

ment, but I do have links on my 

website www.swingbearblue.com  to 

all the people that have swing 

dances in Florida. That would be a 

good place to start. Making the 

drive to Orlando would be your 

best option. We have dancers who 

drive every weekend for our Friday 

Night Late Night Blues Dance; they 

come from Tampa, Miami, Gaines-

ville, Jacksonville, Daytona, Vero, 

and Jensen Beach.  

       What is your preferred contact 

info?  

     You can reach me at 

bluesnsoul@gmail.com  or by phone 

at 407 -970 -2033.  Thanks  

     No, THANK YOU, Steve, for pro-

moting and devoting your energy 

and talents to keeping blues and 

blues dancing alive.  

Name___________________________________________  

Address_________________________________________  

_______________________________________________  

Phone___________________________________________  

E-Mail _________________________________________ _         

Instrument(s) played _______________________________  

Private/confidential  

Membership types and dues:  
 
Student: $10 (full time student)  
Individual: $20  
Household: $30  (2 members same address/2 votes) 
Mojo member: $40  (1 vote - free T-shirt or Hat)  
Band Member: $50  (1 vote) 
Corporate Member $100 (1 vote, website and newsletter recognition) 
Payable, Mail To:  
Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast P.O. Box 7192 Port Saint Lucie, Fl. 
34985-7192             
Hot Line:  (772) 467-1851  
 
 

Blues Alliance of the Treasure coast membership application  

http://www.bluesnsoul.com/
http://www.swingbearblue.com/
mailto:bluesnsoul@gmail.com


Ever Heard of Eddie Hinton?   by Vern Melvin 

Page 6 Volume 19  

 
My wife and I recently joined 

some friends to see the opening 
of the movie, The Soloist. As 
some of you may already know 
The Soloist is about a young mu-
sical prodigy by the name of 
William Ayers. William was so 
good so young that he was ac-
cepted to the Julliard School of 
Music. After a year in the pro-
gram he dropped out due to 
growing bouts with mental ill-
ness. William has struggled with 
mental illness all of his adult life 
and, therefore, has never 
reached his music potential but 
he has never given up his inter-
est in music. 

Watching the movie I was 
reminded of another music 
prodigy many of you have 
probably never heard of, Eddie 
Hinton. Eddie was born in the 
deep South (Alabama) in 1944. 
In the mid 60ôs he played in a 
number of local bands including 
the 5 Minits with Duane Allman. 
An accomplished guitarist, he 
began working as a session 
player and back up singer with 
the now fabled Muscle Shoals 
Sound Rhythm Section (also 
with Duane Allman) in 1967 and 
stayed there thru the early 70ôs. 
In fact, legend has it that when 
Duane left Muscle Shoals to 
form the Allman Brothers in 
1969 he asked Eddie to follow 
and be the lead vocalist for the 
Brothers. 

Not only was Eddie an out-
standing guitarist (supposedly 
an 18 year old guitar slinger 
showed up at Muscle Shoals one 
day to show Eddie how good he 
was and Eddieôs only response 
was, ñNo matter how good you 
get Iôll always be one note bet-
ter!ò) but he was also a great 
singer and songwriter. Itôs his 

talent as a singer that grabbed 
my attention the first time I 
heard his voice. Itôs a voice that 
has variously been described as 
ñhaving more gravel than an 
Alabama back road,ò ñthe great-
est blue eyed soul singer ever to 
live,ò and ñsimply the blackest 
white voice ever committed to 
vinyl.ò Eddie has also been de-
scribed as the ñwhiteò Otis Red-
ding. 

Most of his adult life Eddie 
struggled with mental illness 
which led to episodes of home-
lessness and isolation from fam-
ily and friends. Eddie seemed to 
be ñgetting betterò when he suf-
fered a massive heart attack in 
1995 and died at the age of 51. 
Itôs probably too late for Eddie 
to get the recognition he de-
served, but thereôs still the op-
portunity for many of us to dis-
cover and enjoy his music. To 
learn more about this talented 
artist just go online and google 
the name Eddie Hinton. Most of 
his CDôs are available at Ama-
zon.com and a couple I highly 
recommend are Letters from 
Mississippi and Very Blue High-
way . 

If you like your Blues with a 
healthy helpinô of soul/R&B 
then put Eddie Hinton on your 
musical grocery list. As legen-
dary Atlantic Records producer 
Jerry Wexler once said, ñHe re-
mains unique.ò 

 
 
 

______________________  
 Frannie Palooza and Earlôs 

Hideaway continue to bring in ex-
ceptional local, regional and na-
tional blues talent every Sunday 
afternoon from 2 to 5. A couple of 
national acts Iôve seen lately in-
clude Joanna Conner, Jimmy 
Thackery, Rev Billy C Wirtz (local & 

national) and Doug Demming with 
harmonica ace Dennis Gruenling. 
Joanna Conner is an outstanding 
vocalist and slide guitarist from 
Chicago. The best way to describe 
Joannaôs approach to live perform-
ance is ñforce of nature.ò Whether 
sheôs performing her own composi-
tions or doing justice to Elmore 
Jamesô Shake Your Money Maker, 
the Allman Brothers version of 
Statesboro Blues, Stevie Ray 
Vaughanôs Cold Shot, a ZZ Top 
boogie, or pure Chicago funk, the 
dance floor will be full and the 
crowd cheering her slide guitar an-
tics. 

What can you say about Jimmy 
Thackery except that he is one of 
the best blues rock guitarists tour-
ing today-and for the past 30 years. 
Jimmy is not only technically excel-
lent, he is also very soulful in his 
delivery. You find yourself being 
lured into his music, especially the 
live shows. 

Opening for Jimmy Thackery 
was the Right Reverend Billy C 
Wirtz. For those of you who have 
seen Reverend Billy perform be-
fore, then you know how outra-
geously irreverent the Reverend 
Billy can be. Billy C is an out-
standing keyboard player and over-
all excellent musician. There is 
nothing politically correct about 
Reverend Billy and you have to 
have pretty thick skin to endure his 
live shows, but he is very, very en-
tertaining. For more about Rever-
end Billy pick up the latest issue of 
Blues Revue and check out an arti-
cle written about him by former 
Muddy Waters guitarist Steady 
Rollinô Bob Margolin. The Rever-
end also has a new book out that is 
a collection of his stories and 
thoughts. Itôs titled, Sermons & 
Songs: Selected Writings from the 
First House of Polyester Worship.  

 
My most recent favorite blues 

quote comes from Taj Mahal, ñReggae 
gives you back your body, jazz gives 
you back your mind, and blues gives 
you back your soul.ò Amen! 



 Members, take a moment to discover our corporate members and think of them when you are 
doing business. They contribute much needed funds to the organization and some even offer mem-
bers discounts too.  They share your love of the music and they showed their support for it where it 
counts, so letôs do the same for them. 
 Corporate Sponsors, we will be featuring your businesses in our newsletter. You will remain 
here in the selected area of the newsletter for your businesses....plus, we will feature some mem-
bers each month. Another perk coming back atcha! Thanks for your support, we appreciate all of 
you very much.  
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Support our Sponsors,  
They Support the Blues!  

 
American Legion  

Stuart, Florida  
Post 62  

2464 SE Veterans Ave 

Stuart FL 34994 

(772) 220-0144 


