
The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast , Inc. is a non -profit or-

ganization comprised of musicians, vocalists, song writers, bands and 

folks that just love music, especially the BLUES, here on the Treasure 

Coast of Florida.    The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast supports all 

types of music, however, the basis of the organization is the BLUES.  The 

Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast has many fine community pro-

grams:  

Blues Newsletter ðInteresting articles, mailed every other month to 

members and distributed throughout the Treasure Coast.  

Monthly membership meetings -  Come and socialize with the other 

Blues Alliance members and discuss the local area blues scene.  

Member ð The National Blues Foundation.  

Listed ð The Blues Festival Guide, the òBIBLE OF THE BLUESó 

Participant ð The IBC, International Blues Challenge.  

Benefit Program ð for local musicians.  

Scholarships -  Provides two worthy children with music scholarships to 

IRSC each year. 

Let Us Play Program -  Recycle program providing instruments free of     

cost to children unable to buy or rent their own.  

Blues website -  Packed with blues information, music, lessons,  

 scheduled events, happenings, links and more.  

www.bluesalliance.org  

www.myspace.com/bluesalliancetc  

òTo Support and Promote the American 

Art of the Blues on the Treasure Coastó 
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December 2009 - January 2010  

Next Blues Alliance Membership Meetings 

Tuesday  

 January 12, 2010  

BATC Benefit for IBC 
Musicians  

JOHN PIERSON 
TOYOTA OF STUART  

5101 SE Federal Highway,  
Stuart, Fl. 34997  

(772) 283-8300 for directions. 
Nominations 7 PM, Music/Jam 8 PM 

Tuesday  

December 8, 2009  

BATC Christmas Party  
VFW Post 4194/ American  

Legion Post 62  

2464 SE Veterans Ave  

Stuart, FL   34994 

Call for directions:  

(772) 220-0144 Buffet at 7 PM,  

Jam at 8PM  
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Support our member bands by going out to see them.  
 Here are links to find their next gig.   

Category 5 :   

www.category5blues.com  

Darrell Raines :  

www.darrellraines.com or www.myspace.com/

darrellrainesband  

Johnny K. Band   

www.johnnyk.net  

The Mojo Band :   

www.myspace.com/greggjacksonthemojoband  

The Nouveaux Honkies :  

www.tnhband.com or www.myspace.com/

thenouveauhonkies   

Soul Rebel :  

www.soulrebelband.com  

Stoney and the House Rockers :   

www.myspace.com/stoneyandthehouserockers  

Player Band  

www.PlayerBand.com  

Good Tymes Band  

www.goodtymesbandmusic.com  

Ben Prestage  

Www.myspace.com/bprestage  

Steve ò Hawkó Levy 

www.hawksblues.com  

Art Harris and the Z -Tones  

www.theztones.com  

                           Just a Note  
                                       by Patti Gamble  

The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast wishes to 

welcome new members: Dale Scaringi, William B. Dukeó 

Webb, Steve Strickland, Jordan Hicks, Drummersonly, Nick 

Marchese, Charles Van Piper, Joe L. Rossen, Mike Byrd, Art 

Harris and the Z-Tones, Russell Gula,  Laurie Wynne, J. D. 

Lookadoo, and Craig Bowers. Thank you for supporting the 

blues! 
The IBC will be held in Memphis on Jan. 20-23. The 

Blues Alliance will be sending Art Harris and the Z-Tones as 

a band act and Stoney and Chuck Van Riper as a duo act this 

year. Code numbers have been issued and these talented 

local musicians will be on their way! Thanks to Richard and 

Eileen Ludmerer and John Souza for being judges at our 

Nov. meeting. 
Important to all of us, January brings us to nomina-

tions and February is elections, all positions are open as al-

ways. These dates will be posted in your newsletter and on 

our web site. 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year from The 

Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast! Let us all think of one 

another as another wonderful season is here. Auld Lang 

Syne, written by Bobert Berns is a traditional piece of music 

that we are all familiar with. It can be translated as òold long 

agoó-which is also a lovely way of putting it. For most peo-

ple, New Yearõs Eve just isnõt complete without the singing 

of òAuld Lang Syne.ó Thanks to Guy Lombardo and His 

Royal Canadians, who first played it on their New Yearõs Eve 

radio broadcast in 1929, the songé ISé New Yearõs Eve, 

with the special memories it evokes for each of us. The 

words were adapted in the late 18th century by Scottish poet 

Robert Burns from traditional Scottish songs, but the com-

poser of the melody is unknown.  For decades, people have 

agreed that it makes a bonny way to close the òold long agoó 

and usher in the hopes and resolutions of a brand new year. 

Peace be with all of our members, and thank you for the 

privilege of being your secretary. 

 

The Ray Rivera Jazz Trio at The Raleigh Hotel, for the 
Summer of 1959, in South Fallberg, New York. 
 
Ray Rivera, Bass and singer, 
Jay Chisen, Piano, 
Jim Tucci, Drums,  
Jim is a member of the Treasure Coast Blues Alliance, 
and also a member of the Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues 
 Society. 
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The Delta Sounds Radio Program  

By Vern Melvin  
 
Iõve previously written about my trips to the Mississippi delta 
and talked about a variety of interesting blues related indi-

viduals as well as sights Iõve visited. Iõve noted my special in-
terest in the historic KFFA King Biscuit Time (KBT) blues ra-

dio show that is the longest running blues radio program in 
the world. òSunshineó Sonny Payne, the current KBT show 

host, was there when KFFA began broadcasting in 1941 and 
has been the showõs host since 1951. What Iõve neglected to 

share with you is another program that broadcasts on KFFA 
weekly, and one that I highly recommend you give a listen. 

The name of the program is  Delta Sounds and is sponsored 
by the Delta Cultural Center, located in historic downtown 

Helena, Arkansas. The program is co-hosted by the legen-
dary òSunshineó Sonny Payne and the Delta Cultural Cen-

terõs assistant director, Terry Buckalew. The program is 
broadcast out of the Delta Cultural Centerõs Visitorõs Cen-
ter every Friday from 1 to 1:30 P.M. The Delta Sounds pro-

gram (www.kffa.com) focuses on music that is indigenous to 
the Delta area, mostly Arkansas, with a primary focus on 

blues. The program has been òon  the airó since January 
2002. It occasionally features live music by national touring 

blues acts passing thru the Delta as well as local blues, rock-
abilly, and gospel legends. When live music isnõt featured 

Terry Buckalew draws on his vast record collection to high-
light Arkansas related recordings, some historic, and some 

more contemporary. What Iõve come to appreciate while 
listening to the weekly program over the past five years is 

the historical significance of the contribution of the Helena 
area musicians to a music world that includes  blues, rock-

abilly, country, and gospel. As a fairly serious blues music fan 
Iõve tended to view Clarksdale, Ms. as the primary source or 

roots of blues music. With more exposure to Helena thru 
the KFFA King Biscuit Time radio show (also broadcast out of 
the Delta Cultural Center), the Delta Sounds radio program 

and the Delta Cultural Center, as well as other sources, Iôve 
come to understand and appreciate that Helena and the sur-

rounding area have a rich musical legacy. And this music leg-
acy rivals that of Clarksdale and any other area in the Delta 

region. Getting back to the Delta Sounds show, I must admit 
that I enjoy the banter/repartee between the legendary radio 

veteran Sonny Payne and Terry Buckalew, the youngster, 
almost as much as I enjoy the music. The give-and-take be-

tween these co-hosts is spontaneous and always entertain-
ing. For example, Sonny invariably opens each show with the 

following: òAh yeah, the Delta Cultural Center, right here in 
historic downtown Helena, proudly presents the Delta 

Sounds Radio Program, starring Terry Buckalew, with his 
guest host ôSunshineõ Sonny Payne. Now here he is, in living 

color, and alive, the one and only Terence Buckalew.ó And 
finally, I would like to give a major shout out to Terry Buck-
alew and the rest of the staff at the Delta Cultural Center 

for the fine exhibits and programs they produce to promote 
and bring to life the Arkansas deltaõs incredible musical heri-

tage. It is a must stop for any history or blues music fan-you 
will not be disappointed, I guarantee it! Check out their 

comprehensive website at www.deltaculturalcenter.com       

 
  
The Cultural Explosion on the Treasure Coast , 

THE INTERVIEWS # 4 

                 Les Gugel, The accordion Wizard 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

By Ari Mendes 

 
  It is an honor to inform that I was recently appointed 

director for the record label division of the ñNational 

Christian Networkò, a corporation based in Cocoa 

Beach, since 1979. We do own an incredible TV stu-

dio for broadcast and videos, a state of the art re-

cording studio and 5 leading FM station here in FL. 

Including WCNO, 89.9, the good news station. The 

good news is, Iôll be hosting my talk show on that 

station every Sunday from 9 to 12 PM.  Live music 

and alléSoon and very soon! More on this later! 
 Back to Mr. Les Gugel, One day I get a call from a 

great keyboard player I know ( Mr. Rob Surace, gen-

ius..), telling me about  this accordion player who 

could play Blues, Rock, Classical, Country, Jazz and 

Polka in a way Iôve never heard before. True. I heard 

it myself. The man really plays that with class and 

excellence. Iôd say, the accordion is ñINò now, you 

hear it on rock tunes, gospel tunes, everywhere. I like 

it so much that I offered him a record deal, his new 

CD coming out sooné 
 A little history is that he was inducted into the Musi-

cians Hall of Fame in 1989, been on Billboard maga-

zine twice, once with Don Hoe. Backed musicians on 

the Grand OlôOprey tour, first entertainer to double 

pack all Hoffman House nightclubs in the State of 

Wiscousin and Illinois. Heôs currently the Ambassa-

dor for the S.E. Accordion Association.  Entertained 

the New York Yankees in the 70ôs.  Is that enough 

for now? List goes on and on.  How about I bring him 

over for the next jam? 
Ari Mendes is making friends all the time, and help-

ing one another. Listening to Polka now, for a 

whileéPeace, out. 
Producer@amenstudio.com                      

http://www.deltaculturalcenter.com/
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The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast  

Remembersé. Mr. Brian Coke,  

by Patti Gamble  
 
 It is with great sadness to hear the news of 

the passing of professional drummer and vocalist,  

Brian Coke. Brian, a Blues Alliance founding  
member will be missed by many. Brian passed 

away on Oct. 31st, 2009 with his fiancée by his 

sideé. peacefully in his own home and his own 

bed. Many years of poor health plagued him but 

he kept pushing on and played some of the most 

fantastic music in our area with many premier 

musicians such as Stoney and the House Rockers 

and Highway 41. Brian was a Downtown Blues 

Alliance member back when Uncle Dave was 

President of the organization. He played numer-

ous festivals and clubs in and outside our area. He 

was a very gregarious person, always friendly,  
always happy, never complaining and compatible 

with everyone he came in contact with either in 

the music world or in private life. Brian has been 

compared to Big Daddy- Tommy De Sefano, 

Cookie Mariano and has been called one of the 

òBig 3ó. The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast 

is honoring Brian Cokeõs memory with a posthu-

mous, òHonorary Membershipó.  Richard Mac, 

one of the Treasure Coastõs finest guitarists and 

close friend to Brian uses these words, òmy heart 

is breaking, I miss my friendó.   


