
The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast , Inc. is a non -profit or-

ganization comprised of musicians, vocalists, song writers, bands and 

folks that just love music, especially the BLUES, here on the Treasure 

Coast of Florida.    The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast supports all 

types of music, however, the basis of the organization is the BLUES.  The 

Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast has many fine community pro-

grams:  

Blues Newsletter ðInteresting articles, mailed every other month to 

members and distributed throughout the Treasure Coast.  

Monthly membership meetings -  Come and socialize with the other 

Blues Alliance members and discuss the local area blues scene.  

Member ð The National Blues Foundation.  

Listed ð The Blues Festival Guide, the òBIBLE OF THE BLUESó 

Participant ð The IBC, International Blues Challenge.  

Benefit Program ð for local musicians.  

Scholarships -  Provides two worthy children with music scholarships to 

IRSC each year. 

Let Us Play Program -  Recycle program providing instruments free of     

cost to children unable to buy or rent their own.  

Blues website -  Packed with blues information, music, lessons,  

 scheduled events, happenings, links and more.  

www.bluesalliance.org  

www.myspace.com/bluesalliancetc  

òTo Support and Promote the American 

Art of the Blues on the Treasure Coastó 
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February 2010  - March 2010  

Next Blues Alliance Membership Meetings 

Tuesday  

 March 9, 2010  

 
 

Tuesday  

February 9. 2010  
VFW Post 4194  

 American  

Legion Post 62  

2464 SE Veterans Ave  

Stuart, FL   34994 

Call for directions:  

(772) 220-0144   

Jam at 8PM  

            TO BE  

ANNOUNCED  
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Support our member bands by going out to see them.  
 Here are links to find their next gig.   

Category 5 :   

www.category5blues.com  

Darrell Raines :  

www.darrellraines.com or www.myspace.com/

darrellrainesband  

The Mojo Band :   

www.myspace.com/greggjacksonthemojoband  

The Nouveaux Honkies :  

www.tnhband.com or www.myspace.com/

thenouveauhonkies   

Soul Rebel :  

www.soulrebelband.com  

Stoney and the House Rockers :   

www.myspace.com/stoneyandthehouserockers  

Player Band  

www.PlayerBand.com  

Good Tymes Band  

www.goodtymesbandmusic.com  

Ben Prestage  

Www.myspace.com/bprestage  

Steve ò Hawkó Levy 

www.hawksblues.com  

Art Harris and the Z -Tones  

www.theztones.com  

                       Just a Note  
                      by Patti Gamble  
Just a Note, by Patti Gamble    The BATC wants to say 

Happy Valentineôs Day to everyone.  

 I remember years back playing Valentineôs dances 

with my father(bass), sister(guitar) and husband(drums) for 

various crowds at weddings, banquets, and events. What I 

recall the most are the tunes that people would request such 

as, My Funny Valentine, Let Me Call You Sweetheart, Iôll 

Be Loving You Always and the list of old standards goes 

on.. This is a wonderful evening to dance with your partner 

and reminisce. Itôs all about memories and I hope you have 

as many good ones as I do.   

 The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast wishes 

to welcome new members: Anita Gilman, Lori Sunderman, 

Daniel M. Saskowsky, Reneeô Beaman, Joseph Belowch 

(Sonny Owens), Richard Mac, Mike Rafferty, Vilet 

Weaver, Robert and Linda Birmingham. Thank you for 

supporting the blues! 

 At this printing our IBC participants and Cougar 

are almost on their way to Memphis. We wish them all the 

best..Art Harris and the Z Tones and Van Riper and 

Stoney.  

 A special thank you to John Pierson of Toyota of 

Stuart for his generous donation to help our musicians get 

to Memphis.  

 Reminder: At our jams, members who are signed 

in are asked to play before non members. If youôre in the 

house to jam, let Gerry Mullaney know so you are not 

overlooked. If you are not a member, this is a good time to 

become one. Applications are always available. 

  

 

  DRUMMERS ONLY DRUM SHOP  
DRUMS   PERCUSSION   INSTRUCTION   

REPAIR *  SELL * RENT * REPAIR 
 

Stix Nickson 

              1532 SE VILLEGE GREEN DRIVE 

                    PORT ST. LUCIE, FL 34952  
Email:stix@drummersonly.net 

www.drummersonly.net              772-337-4002  

 

Elsa and Mae ò Lovelyõ 
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Livinõ the Blues 

By Vern Melvin 

 
First of all, Happy New Year! I think many of you would agree that 2009 provided us with some truly 

outstanding live blues shows. Between Earlõs Hideaway (thanks to Franni Palooza) and other local ven-

ues, including Fortõs Pierceõs waterfront shows (thanks to the Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues Society) and the 

Sunrise Theatreõs Black Box (thanks to Bluebird Productions) the best local, regional, and national tour-

ing acts were available to us blues fans on a regular basis all year.  
I titled this article Livinõ the Blues to highlight two resilient and very talented female blues performers, 

Candye Kane  and Janiva Magness. During their live shows both shared with us their personal stories 

of triumph over incredible personal trauma. Candye Kane, as profane, outrageous, and entertaining as 

ever, told her story (during her show at Earlõs Hideaway) of being a cancer survivor. Two years ago 

Candye was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, a frequently fatal disease. Thanks, however, to cancer 

treatments, the use of holistic remedies, and a very positive attitude she is in complete remission and 

looking forward to a long and healthy life (hence the title of her new CD, Super Hero.. Like testimonials 

Iõve heard from other lucky cancer survivors, Candye indicated she has a new found appreciation for life 

and doesnõt òsweat the small stuffó anymore and encouraged us to do the same, especially when it 

comes to relationships. The sincerity of her message was powerful and very moving-a lot to think about. 
Janiva Magness had a different life story of inspiration to share at her performance at the Black Box at 

the Sunrise Theatre recently. Janiva has received her share of long overdue recognition, most recently 

the 2009 Blues Music Award B.B. King Entertainer of The Year and Best Contemporary Female Artist, 

among others. Life was not always so good for Janiva, however. Her troubled childhood included being 

molested at age six, her mother committing suicide when Janiva was 13, running away from home at 14, 

being institutionalized for multiple suicide attempts by 15, losing her father to suicide when she was 16, 

and also becoming pregnant at 16. She was a in the foster care system for a period of time (shuttled 

from foster home to foster home). Janiva found a guardian angel, however, in the form of a lady who 

took in troubled runaways. According to Janiva, òCarrie showed me kindness and compassion. She had 

the capacity to say ônoõ when I needed it most. Music inspired me to go on, but Carrie set boundaries 

that truly saved my life.ó Janiva opened her show with this inspiring and sobering testimonial. Then she 

sang a song she had written for children still suffering and in need of rescue. She talked about how one 

person can make a difference, such as Carrie. And then put on a helluva show-seriously rockinõ the joint. 

Janiva is now a national spokesperson for foster care.  
Unfortunately, I am closing out this article on a sad note. While writing this piece I  learned that a good 

friend and local musician from Sebastian, Dennis Lehto  passed away on January 2, 2010. Dennis was an 

outstanding bass player (upright) and a genuinely good human being. He will be missed.         

 

 

 

 

 

Ari Mendes holding a  

Resurrection guitar . 

We be Jammin !  



Erine Southern & the Deltaholics   

"Every Day Is A Fight"  
Peter "Blewzzman" Lauro  September 2009   

Florida's version of the Mississippi River is the Intracoastal Waterway. Similar to that muddy river that runs through the center of 

the country, the Intracoastal Waterway runs through many states as well. Just as the state of Mississippi comes to mind when you 

think of the mighty Mississippi, the state of Florid comes to mind when you think of the relaxing Intracoastal.  
Another similarity of sorts, is that many of the cites that border the Mississippi - Clarksdale, Tunica, Indianola, Vicksburg and Mem-

phis, TN - just to name a few - are all great cities famous for their juke joints and their great delta blues men. On the other hand, 

cities along the Intracoastal - such as Hollywood, Ft. Lauderdale, Jupiter, Stuart, Sebastian, Melbourne and many more - all the way 

up to Jacksonville - are famous for their tiki-bars and a great delta blues man as well - Ernie Southern.  
Ernie Southern and the Deltaholics are the real deal when it comes to original and progressive delta blues. The band consists of: 

Ernie Southern on vocals and National Reso-Phonics guitars; Pompano Pete De Stefano on harp and backup vocals; Gary Jr. Waldo 

on bass; Steve Thorpe on Dobro guitars; Bobby Day on bass, percussion and backup vocals; Randy crouch on drums; Mike Della 

Cioppa on piano; and Tara & Kiley Howe on backup vocals.  
Ernie's latest release consists of eleven original tracks that pretty much reflect his outlook - and possibly that of many others, as 

well - on the struggles of modern day life. The discs title - and opening track, "Every Day Is A Fight", sums it up quite well.  
Ernie makes no bones about voicing his frustrations as he candidly proclaims "I Want to Kill Somebody". Of course he doesn't mean 

it, but the situations he sings about can surely make someone want to think that way. This one's good old down home Delta Blues 

at it's best. Vocally, Ernie's so intense that you can't help but feel his sincerity, and musically it's an all out jam. The rhythm is hot 

and tight, the harp playing is dynamic and the connection between Ernie and Steve on the Resonator and Dobro is profound. This 

could very well be the discs best track.  
Although things slow down a bit on "Goin' Insane", the only thing that really changes is the beat. Ernie and Steve continue to display 

the musically creative bond they have between them and there's lots of serious pickin' on this one.  
If you're a fan of "Red Hot Delta Blues", then this one's for you. Although the Resonator and Dobro get their share of pickin in, this 

one features Pete and Randy at discs best. There are lots of very sharp harp leads and the drum work is absolutely phenomenal 

throughout. Vocally, Ernie's right on as usual while he sings about his experiences in one of those great Delta cities, Memphis, TN.  
Like a lot of other people, Ernie's looking for "Some One With Brains". Well, not really Ernie, because I'm sure he's singing this song 

about some one else. Ya see, I know his wife Franni, and he's already found some one with brains. Another cleverly written track 

which is highlighted by harmonically sound background vocals and percussion.  
On "Atheist Funeral", Ernie may rot in hell for saying it, but that's apparently OK with him. You see, after her departs from this life 

of sin and disgrace, he doesn't want to go to heaven 'cause it sounds like hell. This one feature absolutely great guitar work - from 

Ernie on the resonator and from Bobby on the bass. This is another of the discs many highlights.  
Other tracks on this excellent disc include: "Every Day Is A Fight", "Into The Wind", "Island Earth", "Anytime Valentine", :Fannie's Again", 

and "Blame it On the moon".  
Hard core blues fans, especially those of the Delta style, need to check out this disc. You can pick one up, and read a lot about 

Ernie's very interesting and long spanning musical career by visiting his web site - www.erniesouthern.com. While there, lease him 

know his buddy the Blewzzman sends his regards.  

 The Cultural Explosion on the Treasure Coast , THE INTERVIEWS # 5        Carlos Jorge  By Ari Mendes                                                                                                                                                                                     
  This time, I bring you the Percussion Master, Mr. Carlos Jorge. Drums, anything percussion, 

heõs the one of the best Iõve played with. He makes the drums sing and breathe along with the 

music, but always keeps that òpocketó going. To me, as a record producer and arranger, he 

makes my job a lot easier in the studio. Oh, canõt forget, the man also plays bass, guitar, piano 

and sings. Some people have it alléHeõs a native of  The Bronx, New York. Carlos Jorge had a 

love for music.... he started out playing Bass at the age of 14. Soon he formed his own band 

called "The X stranger's" in 1967. The band scored two Top Ten hit singles, "Bonita" & "Once 

You Told Me". They opened up for major acts such as " Dave Clark Five" & "The Sandpipers.", 

and appeared in many  syndicated TV shows.. Then in 1972 he relocated in Los Angeles, Califor-

nia, where his career took a turn that would change his life forever.. Inspired by different music 

genres, like Smooth Jazz, & Salsa, he immediately took on Percussion and singing Salsa music. He 

played with, Sergio Mendes, Buddy Miles, El Chicano & Lou Rawls. Around the early1980's Car-

los Jorge relocated to Miami, where he played with  Latino stars such as Willie Chirino, Nestor 

Torres, & Estrellas Latinas, Juancito Torres, Edwin Rodriquez, Angel Santiago, Wiso Santiago & 

Teddy Mullett,  Carlos Jorge also loves Praise & Worship music, having played, recorded and 

toured internationally with great Gospel artists such as Don Thomas, Mylon LeFevre, Karen 

Wheaton, & Jackson Bunn Group. He was also featured on different Albums with, Michael W. Smith, Ricky Scaggs, Carmen, & Ray 

Lyons, Jimmy Haslip, Jonathan Joseph, & Dave Mena. Currently Carlos lives in Port Saint Luce and is playing with the band 

"JazzKick" from the West Coast of Florida and working on his own project in the sudio. Heõs endorsed by Toca Percussion, Gi-

braltar and Kaman Music. Sessions, Tours & Gigs dates with Carlos are available upon request. Check his music samples on 

MySpace, www.myspace.com/timbale1. You wonõt regret it, promise! 
Ari Mendes is a guitar player, and has been practicing a lot to be able keep up with all this talent here in the Treasure Coasté 

  Producer@amenstudio.com                      www.myspace.com/amenstudio    
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Name___________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________ 

E-Mail _________________________________________ _         

Instrument(s) played _______________________________ 

 
Membership types and dues:  
 
Student: $10 (full time student)  
Individual: $20  
Household: $30  (2 members same address/2 votes)  
Mojo member: $40  (1 vote - free T -shirt or Hat)  
Band Member: $50  (1 vote)  
Corporate Member $100 (1 vote, website and newsletter recogni-
tion)  
Payable, Mail To:  
Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast P.O. Box 7192 Port Saint 
Lucie, Fl. 34985 -7192             
Hot Line:  (772) 467 -1851  

Blues Alliance of the Treasure coast membership application  

Ad Prices Newsletter BATC 

Business Card-$25.00-----2 X 3 ½ 

 

¼ Page-$50.00--------------4 ½ X 5 1/2 

 

½ Page-$75.00--------------5 X 8 

 

Full Page-$150.00---------8 X 10 

 

10% off multiple ads. 

Stoney , John and Van Riper  

          Stoney, John, and Core Band  

Core Band  at Toyota of Stuart  

Elaine Romano get your ticket  

Art Harris and the Z Tones  

Frank, Jimmy and Gerry  

John, penny for your 

thoughts.  Brian and  Sylvie looking   

good. 

Willy  

Dan and Gerry  


