
The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast, Inc. is a non-profit organization com-

prised of musicians, vocalists, song writers, bands and folks that just love music, espe-

cially the BLUES, here on the Treasure Coast of Florida.    The Blues Alliance of the 

Treasure Coast supports all types of music, however, the basis of the organization is the 

BLUES.  The Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast has many fine community pro-

grams: 

Blues NewsletterïInteresting articles, mailed every other month to members and dis-

tributed throughout the Treasure Coast. 

Monthly membership meetings-  Come and socialize with the other Blues Alliance 

members and discuss the local area blues scene. 

Memberï The National Blues Foundation. 

Listedï The Blues Festival Guide, the ñBIBLE OF THE BLUESò 

Participantï The IBC, International Blues Challenge. 

Benefit Programï for local musicians. 

Scholarships-  Provides two worthy children with music scholarships to IRSC each 

year. 

Let Us Play Program-  Recycle program providing instruments free of     cost to chil-

dren unable to buy or rent their own. 

Blues website-  Packed with blues information, music, lessons,  

 scheduled events, happenings, links and more. 

www.bluesalliance.org 

www.myspace.com/bluesalliancetc 

òTo Support and Promote the American 

Art of the Blues on the Treasure Coastó 
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December 2010  -  January 2011  

Next Blues Alliance Membership Meetings 
 Tuesday Jan. 11, 2011  

Nominations/Membership 
Meeting  

7-PM Nominations  

8-PM Music/Jam  

Featuring the Big Coque Band  

Royôs Liquors / Boozgeois 
Saloon  

720 S US 1 Ft. Pierce, Fl 34950  

772 -461 -3097  

 Tuesday Dec 14, 2010  

BATC Holiday Cocktail 
Party 7 -? 

Pay Bar, hors dôoeuvres,  

no cover. Music and Jam.  

American Legion Post 62  

6412 SE Federal Hw., 

Stuart, FL. 34994 

(772) 781 -1851  

For directions.  
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Support our member bands by going out to see them.  
 Here are links to find their next gig.   

Category 5 :   
www.category5blues.com  
The Mojo Band :   
www.myspace.com/greggjacksonthemojoband  
The Nouveaux Honkies :  
www.tnhband.com or www.myspace.com/
thenouveauhonkies   
Soul Rebel :  
www.soulrebelband.com  
Stoney and the House Rockers :   
www.myspace.com/stoneyandthehouserockers  
Good Tymes Band  
www.goodtymesband music.com  
Ben Prestage  
www.myspace.com/bprestage  
Steve ò Hawkó Levy 
www. hurricanehaw.com  
Art Harris and the Z -Tones  
www.theztones.com  
www.lowdown13bluesband.com  
 

http://calendar.yahoo.com/frank.cramblitt  
The Big Coque Band  
www.facebook.com/BigCoqueBand  
Stevie and the Hot Rods  
www.myspace.com/johnybeamsderfer  
Cool Biz Band  
Www.coolbizband.fourfour.com  
 

Gregg Jackson and the Mojo Band  
Gregg Jackson and the Mojo Band is one of the top gigging blues bands 
on the Treasure Coast. The band (Harry Burns- bass, John Stratton- keys, 
Brian Cunningham- drums and Steve Bolanda- guitar) have been together 
for 12 years playing in various bands including the Treasure Coast favor-
ite, ñBig Daddy and the Reign.ò Gregg, having joined the group 8 years 
ago has a wealth of experience on stage playing with such greats as Otis 
Redding, Ike and Tina Turner and James Brown. Mixing his style with the 
blues base of the group was a natural fit. 

 The band specializes in all types of blues from new to old 
school with influences of Motown, Funk and R & B thrown in as well. The 
set list includes blues originals by keyboardist John Stratton and blues 
covers from B.B. King and Howlin Wolf to modern day bluesmen like Keb 
óMo. 

 You can see the band at their regular Sunday night gig at Craw-
daddyôs Nôawlins Caf®ô in Downtown Jensen Beach from 6-10 PM as well 
as various venues around the Treasure Coast during the rest of the week. 
You can visit www.myspace.com/greggjacksonthemojoband to hear some 
tunes and contact Stevie B. at http://www.facebook.com/stevebolanda or 
call at (772) 631-1580 for updates and shows coming up. 

We really appreciate everyoneôs support and would like to thank the BATC 
for the opportunity to go to Memphis ï WE CANôT WAIT!!!!!!                                                                                                                                

  See Ya Out There, MOJO 

Gregg  

and  

Mojo Band 

                          
                                                                                                                                                                

            JAMES L. AUTIN, M.D. 
 Sinus ðEar- Nose- Throat -Facial Plastic Surgery 

                     Care of the Professional Voice                     

                 MUSICIANõS SPECIAL  
Includes: Consult with Dr. Autin, Video Exam of 

Vocal Cords and complete    Hearing Evaluation  

$99.00                  10377 S. US #1, PSL  

 

 

   Xmas Special Printed T  Shirts 24 & up 4.50  

1 side 1 color including shirt and screen  

Your favorite photo on a shirt great present. 

$15.00 each. 

Design and layout additional. 

772-232-4122 

The Secretaryôs Minute or Two 
      First a warm welcome to new members Kathy Beacom, 
Charlie and Diane Raffiani, Teresa and David Perry, and the 
.ƛƎ /ƻǉǳŜ .ŀƴŘΣ /ƻƻƭ .ƛȊ .ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ {ƳƻƪȅΩǎ ..v ŀƴŘ DǊƛƭƭΦ 
     I attended my first Board meeting on  November 18. The next 
general membership meeting will be held on January 11 at the 
Boozgeois Saloon, Ft. Pierce, hosted by Royôs Liquors.  The Big 
Coque Band will run the jam.  
     The Board have been told that many people have missed the 
monthly meetings/jams and have expressed the need to provide 
more opportunities for more musicians to play and for more types of 
blues to be played.  As a result, the featured host band at the 
monthly jam will only play half of the first set.  The remaining time 
will be true jam.   
     One reason monthly meeting jams have not been held was be-
cause of the difficulty of finding sponsored venues.  To solve this 
problem, a monthly 50/50 raffle will be held, proceeds of which will 
help defray the costs of the jam and the remaining profit will go into 
the general fund.   Books of $5 tickets will be distributed at the  
Holiday Party.  The first drawing will be held at  

                          by  Marilyn Suarez, Secretary 
the general membership meeting in January.  Please take 
as many books as you can to sell to make this monthly 
money-making opportunity a success.  Sonny Belowsch is 
chairing the raffle committee. 
    The annual recital/jam will be held next June.   Tom 
Brown is chairing that committee.   
      Tom and David and Teresa Perry will be responsible 
for publicity. Teresa will be updating the website and keep-
ing it current.  Please contact them if you can help spread 
the word about BATC. 
      It was voted that the entire $300 budgeted for the IBC 
would be given to the Mojo Band.  On the agenda for the 
Jan membership meeting will be our options for future 
standardization of funding. (Last year, since we sent a 
solo act and a band, each was given $150.)   
     BATC hosting national acts on a regular or annual  
basis is being investigated. 
     Please consider adding your name to the new year 
election docket or chairing a committee. 
       Looking forward to celebrating the holidays with you 
and hearing great music.   
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     Mr. Davies is the only man to whom Iôve EVER penned a love letter.  I aimed this slobbery tragedy at the inventor of the 
Power Chord, a man who changed the face of music with just THAT in 1964, and the founder of The KINKS. The poor 
manôs still gettingô some mighty fine yucks off it..òDarnit I just love you Dave Davies. So there you are in your inherent 
Dave Davies-ness. I'm just sayin, òYOU REALLY GOT MEò. Boy that song knocked me to my knees when I was 6. I love 
you D,D. ok? I LOVE YOU. darnit.ò       Letôs not mention this again, allrighty?  Hi young guitar players!  Thank Dave for 
your chord!  PRE effects. Link Wray PLUS. Even Pete didn't beat him to the punch. I know a gaggle of stellar guitar players, 
and every one of them can tell youé Dave Davies is an underrated player. It makes us angry. Why?  Dave has a pro-
nounced and distinctive style. A  groundbreaking style. Gosh...you can TASTE Dave's guitar work. I MEAN IT. It's infused 
with a flavor...an essence if you will.that is his alone. MERCY. Itôs jingly, jangly, dobro-y, touched with a lightness...and then 
SLAM.  SLAM.  It comes at you fast and furious.  It's a PUNCH in your NOSE. you can't duck. Hey DAVE,you  knocked me 
OVER ma man.        Two more words . THE KINKS. A revolutionary moment in music. There arenôt all that many. Not since 
our early pioneers. Who has NOT copped from the Kinks for the last 45 plus years?  Boy, Iôve spit out tuneséand then real-
ized..."I did a Kinks. Thatôs what dumb me just wrote.ò  Any musician who doesn't dig The Kinks is a dead musician. PE-
RIOD. There are things about Dave I know. I dunno why. TRUST ME. -  Dave Davies is a genius. Dave and Ray Davies. 
.What a combo those bickering boys were. RAY. You are brilliant. Weôd all like to climb into that gap in your front teeth and 
just LIVE there. Ok? You wrote songs that are still unparalleled. You sure did.  But Iôm here to tell yôall something most road 
rats are aware of.  Dave is no slouch in the writing department EITHER...,(Hello. Death Of a Clown) and Rayôs tunes would 
not have sounded the same without him. Some would have had a downright campy air about them. Undiluted Noel Coward 
is not what you're going for in rock & roll. I donôt THINK so sparky.       What Dave brought to those songs was profound. 
It was a supreme LUSHNESS that clings to you. A lusty heftiness...Good LORD...a DEPTH and blazing GRIT they 
would not have otherwise possessed.       How to recognize musical genius? Well, when we run into it, we think "Gee,It's 
SO obvious.ò  Dave doesnôt know heôs a genius. Um..Dave, the rest of us need to think about it, and the obvious eludes 
us.        2.- Dave is a good man. His greatest worth is in giving. ALWAYS. A life not wasted. A loving soul that shares.  Check 
him out. This is a man who knows..MUSIC is an atavistic regression to a magical view of the universe. A way to touch oth-
ers. Dave is STILL ROCKIN IT. Go and love him till' the SUN shines.  Give him some sugah'.  He deserves it. RUN to get his 
latest CD and DVD y'all.  DAVE DAVIES KRONIKLES. Get his entire catalog. AND the Kinks. GREAT STUFF. Dave, as rea-
son staggers...we must all accept that we are creatures who trace upon the walls of our caveéthe wonders and nightmares 
of our experiences. YOU have been a wonder for so many of us.. Thank you for the richness and purpose you've added to 
my life. Thank you for lighting a fire under me.  In 1964. And today.  xoxoxo  Vardzie                
 David Cassarino  has been a life-long musician and has played in bands since his early teens.  Starting as a trumpet player in high 

school, David soon found rock music more appealing and bought himself a drum kit.  Though still a teenager, his talent earned him a 

spot as the drummer in bands with players much older than he, often making concessions necessary to keep him; among other things, 

they made him a false ID so he could play the local beer-fests sponsored by the city!  Moving from drums to bass guitar, David found 

his percussion background lead him to deeply understand the meaning of òrhythm sectionó and informed his playing in a unique fashion.  

As a result, David has played guitar and bass on many well-known stages and was a regular at the legendary Shaboo Inn in its hey-day.  

He has played with, and backed up, a host of well-known musicians from the likes of Rick Derringer to Matt òGuitaró Murphy.  David is 

also an accomplished writer of music, penning hundreds of songs to his credit.  Having moved from the cold, harsh winters of Con-

necticut in February, Dave is still a newcomer, but seems at home making music in the Florida sun.  
for a fellow singer to round out a duo.   One rehearsal later, David and Coque knew they had the makings of something very cool.  

After a brief period of auditioning drummers, Michael was found through a friend of Davidõs who told him, òThis is your manó. He was 

right.  Michaelõs seamless integration into the band seemed almost destined. 
With almost a dozen gigs played in their first month as a band, the boys are hard at work to bring their music to the Treasure Coast.  

As a fan of Blues , and a bigger fan of a good time, I can honestly state, Iõve had the best time watching the band grow by leaps and 

bounds and canõt wait to hear them play again, soon           Ben Holmes, local music fan 

I'VE GOT TWO WORDS TODAY.  DAVE DAVIES. 

     Dave Casssarino 
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The BIG Coque Band: Bluesabilly -Funk on the Treasure Coast  

(btw, itôs pronounced ñCokeò, like the soda) 
The BIG Coque Band is best described as Bluesabilly-Funk: a hot, steaming blend of Texas Blues swagger, cool, Rockabilly style and hip-swinging 
Funk.  Born in the fall of 2010, their aim is to get people dancing and show every crowd a great night of high-energy music.  People to have wit-
nessed the BIG Coque band in action have been blown away by the BIG sound produced by just three guys!  Theyôve also been quite eager to hear 
more, and their following swells with every show.  The BIG Coque Band is poised to make a BIG splash on the Treasure Coast!  Their sets include 
arrangements of songs from the likes of Freddie King, Otis Rush, Bill Withers, Stevie Wonder, Buddy Guy, Muddy Waters, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Eric 
Clapton and many more.  And all this music made by just three cats, playing their hearts out on every song! 
The Boys in the Bandé 
BIG Coque fell in love with the big sounds of blues and jazz way back when he was just Wee Coque.  From his earliest memories, he felt a jolt of 
energy from the sounds of Benny Goodman and Glen Miller.  It was the sound of those brilliant horn stabs that caught his attention.  By third grade, 
he had begged his parents to rent him a saxophone and sign him up for the school band program.  The sax didnôt last though. By fifth grade, his 
parents left their home in Maryland and moved them to Miami.   
 Friendless and sax-less in Miami, Coque found an old Guild guitar in his home during the move and began to teach himself to play.  By the time he 
was 11, he was singing in the choir and playing guitar in church.  In high school, Coque found other like-minded musicians and started his first band.  
He played in many bands throughout his teens and twenties, playing clubs among the burgeoning South Beach scene.  Earning degrees in Litera-
ture, Coque found solace teaching full-time and playing music with local bands in his spare time, but wanted more.  So after 18 years, he gave up the 
academic world to follow his bliss -- writing novels and playing music full-time. 
 David Cassarino has been a life-long musician and has played in bands since his early teens.  Starting as a trumpet player in high school, David 
soon found rock music more appealing and bought himself a drum kit.  Though still a teenager, his talent earned him a spot as the drummer in bands 
with players much older than he, often making concessions necessary to keep him; among other things, they made him a false ID so he could play 
the local beer-fests sponsored by the city!  Moving from drums to bass guitar, David found his percussion background lead him to deeply understand 
the meaning of ñrhythm sectionò and informed his playing in a unique fashion.  As a result, David has played guitar and bass on many well-known 
stages and was a regular at the legendary Shaboo Inn in its hey-day.  He has played with, and backed up, a host of well-known musicians from the 
likes of Rick Derringer to Matt ñGuitarò Murphy.  David is also an accomplished writer of music, penning hundreds of songs to his credit.  Having 
moved from the cold, harsh winters of Connecticut in February, Dave is still a newcomer, but seems at home making music in the Florida sun.  
Michael Lemar is the beating heart of the BIG Coque band.  Originally from Lexington, Kentucky, Michael first began playing spoons at the age of 
five, while his grandmother played guitar.  Once-a-month, a local family would host a bluegrass hoedown and he was allowed to play the spoons 
alongside some of the very best musicians in Kentucky.  At age 12, Michael saw the Beatles on the Ed Sullivan show and he was hooked!  He knew, 
then and there, he wanted to be a drummer.  By the age of 18, he worked and saved enough to buy  a drum kit and the rest is a lifetime of musical 
history. 
Michael moved to the Treasure Coast in ô91 and has since played in numerous rock bands, as well as a decade-long stint with a blues band.  He has 
also played in a Christian band and a local country band, proving him versatile and versed.  His well-honed skills as a drummer are perfectly suited 
to round out the BIG Coque trio.  His deeply ingrained sense of timing make him the go-to guy when producing the driving force behind the BIG Co-
que sound. 
As a Band 
BIG Coque recently moved, with his wife, to the Treasure Coast and began seeking his new bass player, immediately after settling into their new 
home.  Found on the ubiquitous Craigslist, David had recently moved south from Connecticut and was looking for a fellow singer to round out a duo.   
One rehearsal later, David and Coque knew they had the makings of something very cool.  After a brief period of auditioning drummers, Michael was 
found through a friend of Davidôs who told him, ñThis is your manò. He was right.  Michaelôs seamless integration into the band seemed almost des-
tined. 
With almost a dozen gigs played in their first month as a band, the boys are hard at work to bring their music to the 
Treasure Coast.  As a fan of Blues , and a bigger fan of a good time, I can honestly state, Iôve had the best time 
watching the band grow by leaps and bounds and canôt wait to hear them play again, soon! 

  --Ben Holmes, local music fan 
 
Big Coque 

Michael   Lemar 

Big Coque  

Big Coque  
Big Coque  
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Blues Alliance of the Treasure coast  
membership application  

Ad Prices Newsletter BATC  

 Business Card-$25.00-----2 X 3 ½  ¼ Page-$50.00--------------4 ½ X 5 1/2 Corp.  

Sponsor flyers 1st time free. You print we insert.        
                     ½ Page-$75.00--------------       5 X 8    Full Page-$150.00---------8 X 1    10% 

off multiple ads. 

 

Name___________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________ 

E-Mail _________________________________________ _         

Instrument (s) played _______________________________ 

 
Membership types and dues:  
Lup -Under 21, novice, 1st year, $10.00  
Student: $10 (full time student)  
Individual: $20  
Household: $30  (2 members same address/2 votes)  
Mojo member: $40  (1 vote - free T -shirt or Hat)  
Band Member: $50  (1 vote)  
Corporate Member $100 (1 vote, website and newsletter recogni-
tion)  
Payable, Mail To:  
Blues Alliance of the Treasure Coast P.O. Box 7192 Port Saint 
Lucie, Fl. 34985 -7192             
Hot Line:  (772) 467 -1851  


